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HSUHK Honours Academy Nurtures Future Public Leaders

BRKBE I AR QLA

The Honours Academy (HA) of HSUHK, the first of its kind among local
universities, was established in May 2020 with the aim to nurture future
public leaders with outstanding academic performance, leadership and an
international perspective. About 20 Year-two elite undergraduate students
are selected every year by HA to offer them an additional three-year
interdisciplinary and focused leadership training programme. Among the
total of 53 students admitted, 16 first-cohort students, having gone through
the HA journey, are well prepared to unleash their potential and contribute to
society upon graduation.

Cradle for Future Leaders
RIRZBIHAVIZEE

Extending the University’s unique
‘Liberal + Professional’ education
model, HA aims to nurture future
public leaders with vision, commitment
and all-round development. The HA
curriculum offers courses additional
to the students’ undergraduate
studies, covering subjects like self-
discovery, social policy, interpersonal
communication and leadership.
According to President Simon S M
Ho, HA is set apart from other student
development programmes in the
sense that it focuses on cultivating
students’ understanding of public
policy, developing outstanding
leadership, and expanding their
horizons. Students are expected to
become visionary servant leaders
who drive public policy and social
innovation.

Professor Jeanne Fu, Head of HA and the Department of Management,
said that all HA students are rigorously selected. Apart from outstanding
academic performance with CGPA 3.30 or above, the students should
possess leadership potentials including independent analytical and
decision-making ability, communication skills, commitment, maturity and
social responsibility. “HA students are the high-flyers of HSUHK. They have
to attend extra courses, seminars and workshops. They also have to conduct
internship, exchange study and independent policy research projects guided
by senior scholars at HSUHK”.

Professor Fu added that with the easing of the pandemic, HA would resume
organising overseas experiential learning and recommending students to
attend summer courses abroad. They can have the opportunity to go to
overseas world-renowned institutions like Harvard University, University
of California, Berkeley, and the University of Oxford. In January 2023,
Professor Fu led 20 HA students to Singapore for a one-week Global
Immersion Programme. By attending seminars and visiting universities,
start-up community bases and public facilities, they got to know more
about Singapore's environmental development, multi-ethnic diversity and
entrepreneurial ecosystem. HA students also benefitted from interacting with
the students and start-up teams at the National University of Singapore.
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A Professor Jeanne Fu (2nd from left) and three HA students from the first
cohort. They are: Fanny Cheung (1st from left), Tom Tang (2nd from
right) and Christy Ng (1st from right).
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Sharing of the First Cohort of HA Students
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These three HA students from the first cohort who are in their fourth year of
study at HSUHK believe that the diverse learning opportunities offered by
HA have broadened their horizons and enriched their knowledge, as well as
enhanced their competitiveness, ensuring their future direction.

Christy Ng from the BBA (Honours) in Finance and Banking learnt about
HA when she entered HSUHK. She decided to give it a try and successfully
joined the HA family. She recalled that the past three years have been
fruitful, and was glad to have Mr Woon-kwong Lam, the former Convenor of
the Non-official Members of the HKSAR Government’s Executive Council,
as her professional mentor for life and career coaching. “Mr Lam is both
a mentor and a friend to me. We meet once every few months for dining,
walking around the city and appreciating different types of architecture. He
also shares with us interesting articles about leadership and is willing to
answer our queries in detail.” Learning that many secondary school students
were lost in the way forward, Christy plans to write a book after graduation
to encourage youngsters on their life planning. She is now joining start-up
projects related to educational technology, and hopes to work in the higher
education sector or charities in the future.

Tom Tang from the Bachelor of Management Science and Information
Management (Honours) appreciated that the HA classes were highly
interactive, in which teachers and students often put forward their own views,
which in turn has enhanced his social and presentation skills. As lined up by
HA, Tom had his 3-month internship at a gerontechnology social enterprise,
learning to produce soft meals and Gerontech equipment for the elderly by
applying information technology with business knowledge. The experience
gave him a deeper understanding of the social policy and development of
elderly care in Hong Kong. Tom plans to equip himself with digital marketing
and data analysis knowledge, and to seize the opportunity of overseas
learning. “A leader should have rich knowledge and an international
perspective. As HA encourages us to have different experiences, | hope to
learn more from different countries and different people, and further discover
my own strengths and aspirations.”
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Fanny Cheung from the BBA (Honours) in Professional Accountancy has a
clear career plan. She plans to obtain an accounting qualification and work in
the government after graduation. Fanny has also consulted her professional
mentor Ms Wendy Yuen, Deputy Head of Personal & Business Banking
Group, China CITIC Bank of International Limited, on career planning.
“Communicating with mentors and teachers always gives me inspiration on
my life planning, and | have built up creativity and leadership skills through
organising different activities.” Fanny was thankful for the close relationship
and mutual support of teachers and students at HA which has enriched her
university life. She is going to Australia for exchange in this semester, and
is looking forward to exploring the overseas market and the possibility of
stepping out of her comfort zone in the future.
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A Tom (in blue tee, facing camera) leams to produce soft
meals for the elderly during his intemship.
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A Christy (1st from left) enjoys appreciating architecture with
her professional mentor Mr Woon-kwong Lam (centre).
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A Shooting game for team building of HA.
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Future Leaders' Aspiration
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HA students aspire to be future public leaders who will contribute to Hong
Kong, the region and beyond, by participating in various public services
and policy making. For instance, apart from own private careers, they can
serve as legislators, politically-appointed bureau secretaries, elected district
council members, government-appointed chairmen / members of HKSAR
committees, members of policy think tanks, and board chairmen and
members of various professional bodies, NGO bodies, etc. HSUHK expects
them to exercise responsible, entrepreneurial servant leadership, shaping a
better society.
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