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HSUHK students embrace overseas experiential learning
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A HSUHK students participate in summer programmes in the University of Oxford in the UK for advanced academic and cultural exchanges.
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HSUHK is committed to providing a wide range of extracurricular activities
and experiential learning opportunities to broaden students’ international
perspectives and promote all-round development. This includes various
types of overseas exchange programmes for students to explore and
experience different cultures.

Apart from the regular student exchange and internship schemes, in the
summer 2023, HSUHK supported students’ participation in exchange and
leadership seminars across renowned overseas universities, helping them
become leaders with critical thinking, innovative minds, a caring attitude,
moral values and social responsibility.

Eight Honours Academy (HA) students, sponsored by the University,
participated in summer programmes across three world-renowned
universities, the University of Oxford in the UK, Harvard University and
the University of California, Berkeley in the US. These programmes lasted
between three to six weeks from May to August 2023.
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Additionally, six students were supported by IYSL to attend the 11th
University Scholars Leadership Symposium (USLS) held at the United
Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok, Thailand, from 1 to 4 August 2023.
The event, organised by Humanitarian Affairs Asia, brought together some
1,200 emerging world leaders from over 100 United Nations Member
States. During the symposium, HSUHK students actively participated in
various activities, including experiential learning days, volunteer services
and thematic workshops, motivating them to become leaders and change-

makers for positive social change.

The participating students commented that they greatly benefited from
their overseas experiential learning, especially in terms of leadership skills,
personal growth, and broadening their horizons.

Willingness to try, promoting personal growth
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Students who went overseas for
exchange programmes stepped out
of their Hong Kong comfort zones and
experienced valuable personal growth.
Vichy Chan, who went to the University
of Oxford, has a passion for drama and
performing arts. In the UK, she attempted
to write a script for a short play in English
for the very first time, which described
the culture shock between Hong Kong
and the UK. Her performance was
well received by her teachers and
classmates.

Berrie Chim, who travelled with Vichy, is
a passionate reader. She was inspired
by the strong reading atmosphere in the
UK and bought many books for herself.

A Berrie (right) commends teachers at Oxford care about students and
she is pleased to get the advice from them.
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She also received encouragement from her teacher to write poetry to further

AN - SN B B RS F R B I R B
B 220238 A1 B2 4 HESR
FEABARSFHTORITHE 11 BAEEE

RENTE - EEBEMAESTHERTRDO

BEBFFREEY  EFRE —BZEHEE
2 B EIAY 1200 Z L3 St R LA 4 o Hﬂ?ﬁlﬂjﬁ

SARGSESERE) @% ERSPEH &
FRARTS - TR TIEY S - BENAEMMES
FRV R - BRERIE D iﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ% eI HE
B EES -

%E‘%ﬁ% =z /\Hﬂ'%ﬁu/u 'ﬁéjghﬁgmmfﬁ%%
G NE - TEERERS - BEAKENE
FRERA M °

<« Dr Holly Chung, Acting Head of HA (4th
from right) greets students participating in
overseas experiential learming programmes:
(From left) Tom Tang, Stella Yap, Alison
Cheng, Vichy Chan, and (from right) Isaac
Li, Berrie Chim and Fanny Cheung.
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enhance her skills. “The teacher said that | am doing well in other aspects
and suggested that | write poetry every day to improve my knowledge.
| never thought | would hear such proactive advice.” Berrie said that the
mentors at the University of Oxford care about students and spend time
chatting with them after class. They also provide useful advice based on
students’ individual needs.

Alison, who also went to the University of Oxford for exchange, believes
that the three weeks of intensive classroom life accelerated her growth. “We
communicated with teachers and classmates in English every day, and the
courses are very compact. We absorbed new knowledge every day and
gave presentations every two days on average. It was busy but also very
fulfilling and satisfying.”

Studying abroad is also a good opportunity to be brave. Fanny Cheung,
who describes herself as relatively introverted, went abroad for exchange
alone for the first time and it was a big challenge for her. In the UK, one of her
assignments included conducting street interviews. She said, “l used to be
afraid of speaking in front of many people, but after this, talking to foreigners
of different nationalities made me bolder and more willing to challenge my
shortcomings.”

Broadening horizons, understanding diverse cultures
EFERE - RRZ T

During their exchange at the University of California, Berkeley, Tom Tang
and Isaac Li met students from different countries and experienced diverse
cultures. Tom believed that UC Berkeley is a university with a liberal culture
and “is more inclusive” in dealing with gender equality and racial issues. His
biggest takeaway from the trip was “not to make too many assumptions and
to approach learning with an open mind. For example, in terms of race and
gender, Asian people may not necessarily speak Putonghua, and gender is

not limited to ‘he’ and ‘she’.

Isaac shared that students from all over the world would greet each other
and exchange Instagram profiles when they met on campus restaurants. His
attitude towards making friends is more open-minded than in Hong Kong. He
also learned doing things in the ways of different cultures. “We are used to
expecting replies to messages, but Japanese classmates often don't reply.
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A Stella (right at front row, left picture; and left in front row, right picture), an exchange
<« student at Harvard University, alongside students from across the globe.
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This doesn’t mean that they don’t know the progress of
things, but they just don't have this habit.” To him, this was
a valuable lesson in learning how to work with people with
different personalities in the future, with a tolerant attitude
and adaptability.
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Isaac (front left) and Tom (4th from right, second P>
row) go sightseeing with other exchange students.
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Caring for the world, cultivating leadership qualities
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Stella Yap had the
opportunity to discuss
different social issues,
such as gender equality,
with participants from
other countries during
the USLS in Thailand.
Her experience was
very rewarding as she
realised that even as a
university student, she : =
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and influence change in
current social issues . “At
the symposium, | was
not just a student, but
a representative of my

region and university.

It made me realise that A Alisonand Stella (2nd and 3rd from left) attend USLS in Bangkok.

) Alison #l Stella (£=R=) SMHREARTHHTE o
| am not as little as |

imagined. As long as we
start small and grow, we can definitely make changes to society.”

Alongside representatives from 46 countries/regions at the symposium,
Stella and Alison Cheng were selected as group leaders for their outstanding
performance. During the volunteer service session, Alison witnessed the
qualities of true leaders who fully engage themselves in the activities. “I
realise the qualities of a true leader: not just verbally commanding a team,
but also taking practical action.”

Dr Holly Chung, Acting Head of the HA, expressed delight in witnessing
how HA students have grown after their experiential learning experiences
abroad. She encourages all HSUHK students to dive into any possible
experiential learning opportunities, locally and internationally, because
"seeing is believing". Being a global citizen is no longer a banner slogan, but
a must for all university students out there. HA plans to nominate no less than
six students in the coming summer to attend elite universities’ summer study
programmes.
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